
Freight Connections

Ec
o

n
o

m

ic
 opportunity

Pedestrian Safety

US  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
MULTIMODAL PROJECT DISCRETIONARY GRANT

OPPORTUNITY (MPDG) RURAL 2024

Highway MM:  
Corridor of Opportunity

May 6, 2024
Letters of Support









French Thompson BNSF Railway Company 
General Director 
Public Infrastructure & Investments 

P. O. Box 961502 
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0052 

2600 Lou Menk Drive 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2830 
(817) 352-6316

French.Thompson@BNSF.com 

February 28, 2024 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject:  BNSF Letter of Support – Highway MM:  Corridor of Opportunity 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

BNSF Railway supports efforts by the Ozarks Transportation Organization to secure federal discretionary 
funding under the 2024 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant 
for the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project. If awarded, the project will realign and expand 
Missouri State Highway MM from two-lanes to five-lanes. 

This project will improve community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, building a 
new road alignment with an overpass over BNSF, including accommodations for pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic, and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five-lane facility. The improvements will help manage 
the truck and commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure between vehicles and trains. 

BNSF values our working relationship with the Ozarks Transportation Organization and is prepared to work 
with all involved public agencies on further development of this project, subject to satisfactory review of 
final engineering and entering into definitive agreements as may be required by BNSF or other project 
stakeholders. 

BNSF appreciates your thorough review of this application and looks forward to continuing its relationship 
with the Ozarks Transportation Organization through this important project. 

Sincerely, 

French Thompson 
General Director – Public Infrastructure & Investments 
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February 2, 2024 
 
 
Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: Branco Enterprises, Inc. , Letter of Support – Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Branco Enterprises, Inc is a 90 year strong General Contracting firm with our office and shop on Highway 
MM.  Our employees, clients, and business partners are to and from our office all day every day and it has 
become incredibly dangerous, especially at peak hours, to navigate this corridor. Branco Enterprises, Inc. 
supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transportation Organization and MODOT to secure federal 
discretionary funding under the 2024 Rebuilding Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
Grant for the Highway MM Corridor of Opportunity Project.  If awarded, the Project will realign and 
expand State Highway MM from I-44 to US Highway 60.  This corridor has far outgrown its original 
traffic count design and is a crucial artery for this prime development area. 
 
This Project will improve Community Connectivity and safety by closing two dangerous At-Grade 
Railroad Crossings, constructing a new road alignment with an overpass over BNSF, and includes 
accommodations for pedestrian and bicycle traffic. The improvement will help manage the truck and 
commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure between vehicles and trains.   The 
collisions and near misses are becoming entirely too frequent at these crossings. 
 
The Project will further bolster Regional Economic Development by improving transportation efficiency 
and reducing barriers to industrial and manufacturing development on land located near Interstate 44, 
James River Freeway, and US Highway 60. Development potential will lead to additional above the 
average Living Wage Jobs along the Corridor, providing employment opportunities for citizens living in 
Historically Disadvantaged Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 and 43.02, and improving the quality of life of 
those living in Republic, Clever, Battlefield, western Springfield, Bois D’Arc, Willard and those visiting 
or traveling throughout area.  The highways are a means of access for some traveling to Wilsons Creek 
National Battlefield and seasonal increases for those going to and from the many pristine lakes and parks 
in our area of the state. 
 
The continued development of multi-family housing in the area will ensure quality affordable and 
accessible housing for the growing workforce and their families in our region.  Funding of the RAISE 
Grant for the MM Corridor will also improve an area of regional importance, where a new Intermediate 
School and City Park/Regional Sports Complex is under construction, which will lead to additional sports 
tourism opportunities for Southwest Missouri.   
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Building quality since 1933 

We appreciate your support and consideration for full funding of the RAISE Grant for the Highway MM 
Corridor of Opportunity Project.  

Sincerely, 

Sean Thouvenot 
Vice President/Principal 
Branco Enterprises, Inc. 
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January 11, 2024 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Community Foundation of the Ozarks (CFO) Letter of Support - Highway MM: 

Corridor of Opportunity 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

CFO supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transportation Organization to secure federal 

discretionary funding under the 2024 Rebuilding Infrastructure with Sustainability and 

Equity (RAISE) grant for the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project. If awarded, 

the project will realign and expand Missouri Highway MM from two-lanes to five lanes. 

This project will improve community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad 

crossings, building a new road alignment with an overpass over BNSF, including 

accommodations for pedestrian and bicycle traffic, and turning a two-lane arterial into 

a five-lane facility. The improvement will help manage the truck and commuter traffic 

along this corridor and help reduce exposure between vehicles and trains. 

The project will further bolster regional economic development by improving 

transportation efficiency and reducing barriers to industrial development on land 

located near Interstate 44, James River Freeway, and Highway 60. The development of 

living wage jobs along MM will provide opportunities for citizens living in Historically 

Disadvantaged Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 and 43.02. This will increase the quality of 

life of those living in Republic, Clever, Battlefield, western Springfield, Bois D'Arc, and 

Willard. As an organization that serves a 62 County region in our state, we know and 

understand the importance of transportation to economic viability. 

The continued development of multi-family housing as well as apartments in the area 

will ensure affordable and accessible housing for a workforce looking to access 

Republic School District for their children. Funds for Hwy MM will also improve an area 

where a new intermediate school, park, and sports complex is planned. Your support 

will ensure the future prosperity of the next generation of area youth. 

/k esiden ana CEO 

oundation of the Ozarks 





DAD Commercial, LLC 
 

DAD Commercial, LLC 8302 Shinnecock Drive, Nixa, MO 65714 (417) 827-4621 

 

February 4, 2024 

Honorable Pete Bu�gieg 
Secretary of Transporta�on 
U.S. Department of Transporta�on 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: DAD Commercial, LLC, Leter of Support – Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 
 
Dear Secretary Bu�gieg, 
 
DAD Commercial, LLC supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transporta�on Organiza�on and MODOT to secure federal 
discre�onary funding under the 2024 Rebuilding Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant for 
the Highway MM Corridor of Opportunity Project.  If awarded, the Project will realign and expand State Highway 
MM from I-44 to US Highway 60. 
 
This Project will improve Community Connec�vity by closing two At-Grade Railroad Crossings, construc�ng a new 
road alignment with an overpass over BNSF, and includes accommoda�ons for pedestrian and bicycle traffic. The 
improvement will help manage the truck and commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure 
between vehicles and trains.  
 
The Project will further bolster Regional Economic Development by improving transporta�on efficiency and 
reducing barriers to industrial and manufacturing development on land located near Interstate 44, James River 
Freeway, and US Highway 60. Development poten�al will lead to addi�onal Living Wage Jobs along the Corridor, 
providing employment opportuni�es for ci�zens living in Historically Disadvantaged Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 
and 43.02, and improving the quality of life of those living in Republic, Clever, Batlefield, western Springfield, Bois 
D’Arc, and Willard.  
 
The con�nued development of mul�-family housing in the area will ensure affordable and accessible housing for 
the growing workforce in our region.  Funding of the RAISE Grant for the MM Corridor will also improve an area of 
regional importance, where a new Intermediate School and City Park/Regional Sports Complex is under 
construc�on, which will lead to addi�onal sports tourism opportuni�es for Southwest Missouri.   
 
We appreciate your support and considera�on for full funding of the RAISE Grant for the Highway MM Corridor 
of Opportunity Project.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Dianna Devore 
President/Member 





Bob Dixon 

Presiding Commissioner· 

Rusty Maclachlan 

1st District Commissioner 

John C. Russell 

2nd District Commissioner 

Shane Schoeller 

Clerk of the Commission 

Christopher J. Coulter, AICP 

County Administrator 

Megan Applegate 

Executive Assistant 

COUNTY COMMISSION 

Greene County, Missouri 
(417) 868-4112

January 18, 2024 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Greene County Commission Letter of Support - Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

The Greene County Commission supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transportation Organization to 

secure federal discretionary funding under the 2024 Rebuilding Infrastructure with Sustainability and 

Equity (RAISE) grant for the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project. If awarded, the project will 

realign and expand Missouri Highway MM from two-lanes to five lanes. 

This project will improve community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, building a 

new road alignment with an overpass over BNSF, including accommodations for pedestrian and bicycle 

traffic, and turning a two-lane arterial into a five-lane facility. The improvement will help manage the 

truck and commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure between vehicles and trains. 

The project will further bolster regional economic development by improving transportation efficiency 

and reducing barriers to industrial development on land located near Interstate 44, James River 

Freeway, and Highway 60. The development of living wage jobs along MM will provide opportunities for 

citizens living in Historically Disadvantaged Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 and 43.02. This will increase the 

quality of life of those living in Republic, Clever, Battlefield, western Springfield, Bois D'Arc, and Willard. 

The continued development of multi-family housing as well as apartments in the area will ensure 

affordable and accessible housing for a workforce looking to access Republic School District for their 

children. Funds for Hwy MM will also improve an area where a new intermediate school, park, and 

Cox Medical Tower • 1443 North Robberson Avenue, 10th Floor • Springfield, Missouri 65802 
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Repubtic Historicat Society
146 N. Main Street, Repubtic, MO 65738

February 16,2024

Honorabte Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of TranSportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Repubtic Historicat Society Letter of Support - Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

The expansion of Highway MM to five tanes, with an overpass over the raitroad, witt create an
atternative route for trucks utltizing Main Street to connect to Highway 60 or Highway 174. As MM

exists now, the two-tane traffic creates congestion for semi-trucks at the raitroad crossing near
highway 60. Truckers seeking to avoid the rait tine, utitize Highway N, which transitions into Main

Street as an atternative route. lf Highway MM were f ive tanes and by-passed the raitroad, semi-
trucks may use M 1"1 as an atternative to Highway N and Main Street.

The Historicat Society is currently working with an architect to design a new museum and event

center on Main street. Additionatty, we are participating in a study of Main street with Drury

University, focused on improving the street scape and reducing the appeat of the route to [arge

trucks. The improvements to MM witt enhance our etforts on Main by creating an atternative route
for targe trucks, therefore making it easier for us to restore Main Street as a ptace where citizens
gatherfor commerce, events, and recreation.

Sincerety,

w
Terry Tro n l'4ooneyham
President of the Repubtic Historicat Society

The Repubtic Historicat Society supports the efforts of the Ozarks Transportation Organization to
secure RAISE funds to expand MM Highway due to our betief that this witt reduce semi-truck traffic
on historic Main Street. Historic Main Street connects with lnterstate Highway 44 north of Repubtic,
MO. Large truck traffic through Main Street reduces watkabitity and hinders pedestrian safety.





M I S S O U R I  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y
901 S. National Avenue, Springfield, MO 65897 
Phone: (417) 836-8500 • www.missouristate.edu 

January 11, 2024 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Missouri State University Letter of Support – Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

Missouri State University supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transportation Organization to secure federal 
discretionary funding under the 2024 Rebuilding Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant for the 
Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project.  

This improvement project is vital to our region’s transportation system by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, 
building a new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, including accommodations for pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic, and turning a two-lane arterial into a five-lane facility. The connectivity and safety 
improvements will help manage the truck and commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure 
between vehicles and trains.  

The project will further bolster regional economic development by improving transportation efficiency and reducing 
barriers to industrial development on land located near Interstate 44, James River Freeway, and Highway 60. The 
creation of higher wage jobs along MM will provide opportunities for citizens living in Historically Disadvantaged 
Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 and 43.02. This will increase the quality of life of those living in Republic, Clever, 
Battlefield, western Springfield, Bois D’Arc, and Willard.  

The continued development of multi-family housing in the area will ensure affordable and accessible housing for a 
workforce looking to access Republic School District for their children. Funds for Hwy MM will also improve 
access to an area where a new intermediate school, park, and sports complex is planned for development. Your 
support will ensure the education and future prosperity of the next generation of area youth.  

We appreciate your continued efforts to provide quality transportation investments across the United State and 
encourage your investment in this important project for southwest Missouri. 

Sincerely, 

Allen D. Kunkel, CEcD 
Associate Vice President for Economic Development 



 
 
9 February 2024 
 
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
The Ozarks Clean Air Alliance, a 15-county member organization formed in 2008 and charged with 
improving air quality and managing local participation in the Ozone and PM Advance programs, is 
pleased to support the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project.  This project works to ease 
congestion in a rapidly growing area.  It provides bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, as well as creates 
an opportunity for EV charging in an area with little access.  These are all initiatives that work towards 
cleaner air in southwest Missouri.   
 
Since OCAA’s formation in 2008, significant improvements have been made in the region’s air quality.  
The natural beauty of the Ozarks further highlights why it is imperative to maintain these improvements.  
The trails, rivers, and lakes in the region promote community health, quality of life, and serve as an 
important economic engine in attracting visitors and new businesses. 
 
OCAA supports projects that decrease idling, provide alternative modes of transportation, and reduce 
tail pipe emissions that lead to the formation of Ozone and produce greenhouse gases.  The Highway 
MM: Corridor of Opportunity project accomplishes this while supporting a growing and economically 
vital portion of the region.  
 
We appreciate your consideration of the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project and look forward 
to the continued efforts to preserve air quality in the Ozarks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Barbara J. Lucks 
Chair 



Ozark Greenways      P.O. Box 50733      Springfield, MO 65805      (417) 501-4674      www.ozarkgreenways.org 

January 24, 2024 
 
Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: Ozark Greenways Letter of Support – Highway MM: Corridor of  
Opportunity 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Ozark Greenways supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transportation  
Organization to secure federal discretionary funding under the 2023 Rebuilding 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant for the Highway MM: 
Corridor of Opportunity project. If awarded, the project will realign and expand 
Missouri Highway MM, make safety improvements for all transportation network 
users, and improve trail connectivity for people who walk and bicycle.  
 
This project will improve community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad 
crossings, building a new road alignment with an overpass over the railroad,  
including accommodations for people who walk and bicycle, and improvements 
for vehicular capacity. The improvement will help manage the truck and  
commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure and between  
people  and trains.  
 
The project will further bolster regional economic development by improving 
transportation efficiency and reducing barriers to industrial development on land 
located near Interstate 44, James River Freeway, and Highway 60. The  
development of living wage jobs along MM will provide opportunities for citizens 
living in Historically Disadvantaged Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 and 43.02. This 
will increase the quality of life of those living in Republic, Clever, Battlefield, 
western Springfield, Bois D’Arc, and Willard.  
 
The continued development of multi-family housing as well as apartments in the 
area will ensure affordable and accessible housing for a workforce looking to  
access Republic School District for their children. Funds for Hwy MM will also 
improve an area where a new intermediate school, park, and sports complex is 
planned.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mary Kromrey 
Mary Kromrey 
Executive Director  
 

 

2023-2024  Board of Directors 

Matt Morris  
President 
 

Krista Shurtz 
Vice President 
 

James Jeffries 
Secretary 
 

Christina Angle 

Treasurer 
 

Brad Hashagen 
Past President 
 

Angi Blevins 

Cheyne Brokate 

Tyler Hart 

Danny Perches 

John Wyrsch 

 

Ex Officio Board Members 
Martin Gugel 

Brian Weiler 

 
Staff 

Mary Kromrey 
Executive Director 
 

John Montgomery 
Frisco Highline Trail  Manager  
 
Susan Mattheis 
Office Manager &  
Conservation Coordinator 
 
Jeff Owings 
Soft Surface Trails Coordinator  
 

National Recreation Trails 

Frisco Highline Trail 
Fulbright Spring Greenway  

Galloway Creek Greenway 
South Creek Greenway 
Wilson’s Creek Greenway 





January 10, 2024 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: BNSF Letter of Support – Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

On behalf of the Republic Area Chamber of Commerce and as a local business owner, I am writing to express 
our support for Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program. The project will increase safety and 
economic vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade railroad crossing closures. 

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, 
building a new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, establishing a trail for bicycle and 
pedestrians, and expanding a two-lane arterial into a five-lane corridor. Improvements will allow for the 
managed growth of truck and commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to James River 
Freeway and Highway 60. 

The City of Republic continues to be one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Industrial expansion along 
MM provides quality jobs for families living in Republic and surrounding communities. Improvements to MM 
will allow for more job creation in a premier location for trucking, rail, commercial shopping, and rest stops. 

As the Director of the Republic Area Chamber of Commerce, owner of two local small businesses, and a 
father of three, I can accurately tell you on behalf of the local community at large, these additions in 
infrastructure will be instrumental to the positive growth of our region. We appreciate your consideration and 
attention to this matter. look forward to an improved transportation network that will allow the region to grow 
in a safe, planned manner. 





L SVN. 
RANKIN COMPANY, LLC 

February 10, 2024 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: SVN/Rankin Company, Letter of Support - Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

SVN/Rankin Company supports the efforts by the Ozarks Transportation Organization and MODOT to secure 

federal discretionary funding under the 2024 Rebuilding Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 

Grant for the Highway MM Corridor of Opportunity Project. If awarded, the Project will realign and expand State 

Highway MM from 1-44 to US Highway 60. 

Th is Project will improve Community Connectivity by closing two At-Grade Railroad Crossings, constructing a new 

road alignment with an overpass over BNSF, and includes accommodations for pedestrian and bicycle traffic. The 

improvement will help manage the truck and commuter traffic along this corridor and help reduce exposure 

between vehicles and tra ins. 

The Project will further bolster Regional Economic Development by improving transportation efficiency and 

reducing barriers to industrial and manufacturing development on land located near Interstate 44, James River 

Freeway, and US Highway 60. Development potential will lead to additional Living Wage Jobs along the Corridor, 

providing employment opportunities for citizens living in Historicaliy Disadvantaged Census Tracts 48.02, 201.02 

and 43.02, and improving the quality of life of those living in Republic, Clever, Battlefield, western Springfield, Bois 

D'Arc, and Willard. 

The continued development of multi-family housing in the area wili ensure affordable and accessible housing for 

the growing workforce in our region. Funding of the RAISE Grant for the MM Corridor will also improve an area of 

regional importance, where a new Intermediate School and City Park/Regional Sports Complex is under 

construction, which will lead to additional sports tourism opportunities for Southwest Missouri. 

We appreciate your support an.d consideration for full funding of the RAISE Grant for the Highway MM Corridor 

of Opportunity Project. 

Owner/Broker 

Rankin Company, LLC 
2808 S. Ingram Mill Road, Ste. Al00 

Springfield, MO 65804 

P, 417.887.8826 f F. 417.875.9233 

www.svnrankinco.com 

All SVN® offices a r e independent ly own ed and operated . ©2016 Sperry Van Nes s Internationa l Cor por ation (SVNICJ . 
All Rights Reserved. SVN®, SPERRY VAN NESS®, and the SVN COMMERCIAl REAl ES TATE ADVI SORS® Logo are r egis t e r ed s ervice ma r ks of 

SVNI C. 



February 16, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg: 

On behalf of Heart America Beverage, I am writing to express our support for Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity 

grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant 

program. The project will increase safety and economic vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade 

railroad crossing closures. 

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, building a 

new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, and turning a 

two-lane planned arterial into a five-lane corridor. The improvement will deliver the ability to manage the growing truck 

and commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to multiple other major highways including US 

Highway 60. 

The City of Republic is one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Highway MM serves as primary route to the 

Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson's Creek National Battlefield. 

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this matter and look forward to an improved transportation network that 

will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, planned manner to bring connectivity and opportunity to all residents. 

Mindy Ferguson Hoff 

President 

Heart of America Beverage Company 

1700 S Empire 

Springfield, Missouri 65802 

Office 417-883-4333 

Fax 417-883-9545 



February 10, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg: 

On behalf of Magers Management Co, I, LP, I am writing to express our support for Highway 
MM: Corridor of Opportunity grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program. The project will increase safety 
and economic vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade railroad crossing 
closures. 

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade 

railroad crossings, building a new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, 

providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five­

lane corridor. The improvement will deliver the ability to manage the growing truck and 

commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to multiple other major highways 

including US Highway 60. 

The City of Republic is one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Highway MM serves as 

primary route to the Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson's Creek 

National Battlefield. 

Randy Magers' commercial development company, Magers Management, announced plans for 
the "Iron Grain District," a unique mixed-use destination in Republic, Mo. The community­
centered development, to be located at Republic's logistical epicenter near the Amazon warehouse 
and Convoy of Hope, will offer contemporary multi-family housing and townhomes within 
walking distance to new local dining, shopping, and entertainment. 

The Iron Grain District will be the largest mixed-use development in the city of Republic. The 
nearly $65 million community project's residential piece is anticipated to offer 200+ units, a pool, 
clubhouse, dog park, and walking trails. 

A 24,000 square foot shopping center is planned for the first phase of development, with additional 
lots available for lease. Community-centered special events throughout the year will also be part 
of the holistic experience offered at the Iron Grain District. 

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this matter and look forward to an improved 
transportation network that will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, planned manner to 
bring connectivity and opportunity to all residents. 





February 1, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg: 

On behalf of Everything Kitchens, LLC, I am writing to express our support for Highway MM: 
Corridor of Opportunity grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program. The project will increase safety 
and economic vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade railroad crossing 
closures. 

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade 
railroad crossings, building a new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, 
providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five-
lane corridor. The improvement will deliver the ability to manage the growing truck and 
commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to multiple other major highways 
including US Highway 60.  

The City of Republic is one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Highway MM serves as 
primary route to the Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson’s Creek 
National Battlefield.  

We have approximately 125 employees in two locations, most of which use this corridor at least 
some of the time to travel to and from work, particularly the employees who work at our 6820 
W. Kings location. With Amazon coming to the area, traffic is a bit more congested than usual.

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this matter and look forward to an improved 
transportation network that will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, planned manner to 
bring connectivity and opportunity to all residents.  

Sincerely, 

 Emily Church Carlton 



February 27, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce and our nearly 1500 member businesses, I am 
writing to express support for Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity for consideration under the 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant Program.  

The Springfield region is on a trajectory of growth, and the City of Republic is one of the fastest growing 
communities in our state. The Highway MM Corridor of Opportunity Project  
aims to enhance safety, provide for alternative modes of transportation, and add capacity to a rural 
route that is rapidly becoming a regional economic hub. The improvements will deliver the ability to 
manage the growing truck and commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to 
multiple other major highways including US Highway 60. 

The project will address safety considerations by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, building a new 
road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, 
and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five-lane corridor.  

Transportation infrastructure is always a top priority of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the regional business community.  We believe it is a pillar of economic growth and prosperity.  

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to an improved transportation network. This 
investment will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, strategic manner to bring connectivity 
and opportunity to residents and businesses and to serve as a catalyst for continued growth.   

Sincerely, 

Matt Morrow 
President 
Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 1687 
Springfield, MO 65801 






